
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT 

MARK JONES, MICHELLE GOULD, 
DICKY WARREN, and CARL JUNG, 
individually and on behalf of all others 
similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

STURM, RUGER & COMP ANY, INC. and 
FREESTYLE SOFTWARE, INC., 

Defendants. 

Civil Action No.: 

3:22-CV-01233 (KAD) 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

ORDER 

WHEREAS, a consolidated, putative class action is pending in this Court entitled Jones, 

et al. v. Sturm, Ruger & Company, et al., Case No. 3:22-CV-01233 (the "Action"); 

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs Mark Jones, Michelle Gould, Dicky Warren, and Carl Jung, 

individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated ( collectively "Plaintiffs") and Defendants 

Freestyle Software, Inc. ("Freestyle") and Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. ("Ruger") (together 

"Defendants") (collectively the "Parties"), have entered into a Settlement Agreement (the 

"Settlement Agreement") that settles the above-captioned litigation and provides for a complete 

dismissal with prejudice of the claims asserted against Defendants in the above-captioned action 

(the "Action") on the terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement, subject to the 

approval of the Court; 

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs have made an application for an order, pursuant to Rule 23 of the 

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, preliminarily approving the Settlement in accordance with the 

Settlement Agreement, certifying the Settlement Class for purposes of the Settlement only, 
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2. Class Findings: The Court provisionally finds, for settlement purposes only, that:

(a) the Settlement Class is so numerous that joinder of all Settlement Class Members would be

impracticable; (b) there are issues of law and fact common to the Settlement Class; ( c) the claims 

of the Class Representatives are typical of and arise from the same operative facts and seek similar 

relief as the claims of the Settlement Class Members; ( d) the Class Representatives and Class 

Counsel will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the Settlement Class as the Class 

Representatives have no interests antagonistic to or in conflict with the Settlement Class and have 

retained experienced and competent counsel to prosecute this matter on behalf of the Settlement 

Class; ( e) questions of law or fact common to Settlement Class Members predominate over any 

questions affecting only individual members; and (f) a class action and class settlement is superior 

to other methods available for a fair and efficient resolution of this controversy. 

3. Class Representatives and Class Counsel: Mark Jones, Michelle Gould, Dicky

Warren, and Carl Jung are hereby provisionally designated and appointed as the Class 

Representatives. The Court provisionally finds that the Class Representatives are similarly situated 

to absent Settlement Class Members and therefore typical of the Settlement Class and that they 

will be adequate Class Representatives. 

The Court finds that the following counsel are experienced and adequate counsel and are 

hereby provisionally designated as Class Counsel: Mason A. Barney of Siri & Glimstad LLP; 

Gary M. Klinger of Milberg Coleman Phillips Grossman PLLC; and Justin C. Walker of 

Markovits, Stock, & DeMarco LLC. 

4. Preliminary Settlement Approval. The Court hereby preliminarily approves the

Settlement, as embodied in the Settlement Agreement, as being fair, reasonable and adequate to 

the Settlement Class, subject to further consideration at the Final Approval Hearing to be 
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conducted as described below. Pursuant to Rule 23(e)(l) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 

the Parties have shown that the Court will likely be able to approve the proposal under Rule 

23( e )(2), which requires the Court to consider the following factors in determining whether a 

proposed settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate: 

(a) have the class representatives and class counsel adequately represented the
class;

(b) was the proposal negotiated at arm's length;

( c) is the relief provided for the class adequate, taking into account:

(i) the costs, risks, and delay of trial and appeal;

(ii) the effectiveness of any proposed method of distributing relief to the
class, including the method of processing class-member claims;

(iii) the terms of any proposed award of attorneys' fees, including timing
of payment; and

(iv) any agreement required to be identified under Rule 23(e)(3); and

(d) does the proposal treat class members equitably relative to each other.

For the purposes of preliminary approval, the Court finds: (a) Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs' 

Counsel have adequately represented the Settlement Class; (b) the Settlement is the result of arm's 

length negotiations conducted under the auspices of Hon. John Thorton (Ret.) of JAMS; (c) the 

relief provided is adequate when considering (i) the substantial costs, risks, and delay of continued 

litigation, (ii) the proposed method for processing Settlement Class Members' claims and 

distributing relief to eligible claimants is standard in data breach class action settlements and has 

been found to be effective in these types of settlements, and (iii) the conditions under which the 

Parties may terminate the Settlement is standard and has no negative impact on the fairness of the 

Settlement; and ( d) the Settlement treats Settlement Class Members equitably relative to one 

another. 
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10:00 A.M.

915 Lafayette Boulevard, Courtroom 2, Bridgeport, CT 06604

10/24/2025
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Andrew Spears
Highlight



May 9, 2025 (ECF No. 119)
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97,026.00
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May15th 5

/s/ Kari A. Dooley
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